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A Message from John,
Technical & Operations
Manager at Orion Safety Belts

"Classic cars are timeless, but their safety components often do not meet modern
standards. At Orion Safety Belts, we specialize in restoring and replacing vintage
seatbelts to enhance safety while preserving a vehicle’s authenticity. This guide will
help classic car owners navigate the restoration process to ensure both compliance
and originality. We understand the importance of maintaining the classic appeal
while implementing essential safety upgrades."

Classic cars offer timeless aesthetics, but their safety features often do not meet
modern standards. Restoring or replacing seatbelts in vintage cars is essential to
maintaining safety while preserving the vehicle’s authenticity. Orion Safety Belts
specialises in high-quality seatbelt restoration and compliance solutions for classic
car owners.

The Importance of Seatbelt
Upgrades in Classic Cars

Preserve Vintage
Aesthetics

Modern seatbelts can
be discreetly integrated

to maintain your
vehicle’s original look

and feel.

Enhance
Occupant Safety

Upgrading outdated or
missing seatbelts

significantly improves
protection in the event

of a crash.

Meet Modern
Standards

Even if exemptions
apply, having compliant

restraints supports
safety inspections,

resale value, and peace
of mind.



Material Degradation

Original seatbelt materials weaken over time, reducing their ability to withstand
impact forces.

Exposure to sunlight, moisture, and wear leads to deterioration and reduced
elasticity.

Challenges of
Vintage Seatbelts

Outdated Safety Standards

Many classic cars were manufactured before modern safety regulations existed,
making older seatbelts non-compliant.

Upgrading seatbelts ensures that vehicles meet current safety expectations without
compromising their vintage appeal.

Lack of OEM Replacements

Finding period-correct seatbelt replacements that meet modern safety standards is
challenging.

Orion Safety Belts provides tailored solutions, ensuring both safety and authenticity.
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Restoration Methods &
Best Practices

Restoring original seatbelt webbing with reinforced
materials.

Retrofitting safety-compliant hardware while
maintaining classic aesthetics.

Using high-strength stitching techniques to match
original patterns.

Authentic
Seatbelt

Restoration

Ensuring that restored seatbelts meet regulatory safety
standards.

Conducting tensile strength tests to verify durability.

Working with industry safety inspectors to certify
restorations.

Compliance
& Safety
Testing

Using color-matched webbing to preserve historical
authenticity.

Installing retractors with modern safety features while
maintaining vintage aesthetics.

Ensuring compatibility with existing seatbelt mounting
points.

Upgrading
Without

Compromising
Originality



Classic Car Seatbelt
Restoration Checklist

✅ Inspect vintage seatbelts for fraying, stiffness, or fading
✅ Test buckle functionality and latching security
✅ Check retractors for smooth extension and retraction
✅ Reinforce anchor points to handle modern impact forces
✅ Ensure compliance with current safety regulations
✅ Opt for period-correct replacements with modern safety features
✅ Conduct a professional safety inspection post-restoration

Pro Tip
Investing in professional seatbelt restoration ensures that your classic vehicle retains
its value while prioritizing safety. Orion Safety Belts offers custom-fit seatbelt solutions
that blend safety with classic aesthetics.
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✔ Custom seatbelt fabrication that matches original designs
✔ Certified safety compliance while preserving classic aesthetics
✔ Expert consultation on best practices for seatbelt restoration
✔ Trusted by vintage car restorers and collectors worldwide
✔ Access to a range of period-correct seatbelt accessories

Why Choose Orion Safety Belts
for Classic Car Restoration?

📢 Contact Orion Safety Belts today for expert classic car
seatbelt restoration solutions and compliance upgrades!

Book your free audit now

https://www.orionsafetybelt.co.uk/contact-us
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